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POWERS AND FACULTIES OF A PRIEST 

TO: 

You are hereby admitted to the ecclesiastical 
office of a Priest for the Roman Catholic Military 
Ordinariate of Canada (IAW with the provisions 
for this office found in the Code of Canon Law 
(CIC) & in the Code of Canons of the Eastern 
Churches (CCEO).   These powers and faculties are 
to be read and understood IAW the Pastoral 
Letter on Ministerial Complementarity: Directives 
for Collaboration of Priest, Deacons, and Pastoral 
Associates in the Military Ordinariate of Canada, 
dated 01 November 2018, and the Chaplain 
Branch Manual (CBM).  The Powers and faculties 
of this mandate only take effect in conjunction 
with the signing of the Profession of Faith and/or 
the Oath of Fidelity. Consequently, in order to 
accomplish your functions, you are granted the 
following Military Ordinariate powers and 
faculties: 

Preaching 

I. To preach the Word of God in chapels 
throughout the Military Ordinariate of 
Canada (CIC, c. 764; CCEO, cc.610§2, 611). 

 

II. To preach the Word of God, occasionally 
and when invited to, in churches of other 
Christian communities, in keeping with 
approved ecumenical guidelines. 

 

III. To expound Christian doctrine on radio or 
television, after consultation, if possible, 
with the local Ordinary (CIC, c. 772§2, 
CCEO, c. 609). 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

IV. To exercise the ministry of the Word, 
especially: 
 

a. the religious education of children and of 
adults (CIC, cc. 752; 762; CCEO, c. 599); 
 

b. To expound the Christian teaching on 
radio or television (CIC, c. 772§2; CCEO, c. 
609) or social media. 

 

V. To prepare the faithful to the reception of 
the sacraments. 

 

Ministry of Presence & Charity 

VI. To exercise the ministry of charity and of 
presence to the military personnel and 
their family members of the units you 
have been assigned by your superiors (if 
applicable). 
 

Baptism 

VII. To administer baptism solemnly (CIC, c. 
861; CCEO, c. 687 §1). 

 

VIII. To allow, for a grave reason, the 
celebration of baptism in private home 
(CIC, c. 860 §1; CCEO, c. 687 §2); or in a 
hospital, for some pressing pastoral 
reason (CIC, c. 860 §2) for military family 
members and/or personnel. 
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Confirmation 

IX. Confer the sacrament of confirmation 
when baptizing a person who has reached 
the age of reason, or upon a baptized 
person being admitted into the full 
communion with the Catholic Church 
(CIC, c. 883 §2; CCEO, c. 696 §§§1-2-3). 
 

X. Confer the sacrament of confirmation on 
those in danger of death who have not 
already been confirmed (CIC, 883 §3). 

Eucharist 

XI. Binate on weekdays and trinate on 
Sundays and Holy days of obligations, if a 
just pastoral reason justifies it and when 
no other priest is readily available (CIC, c. 
905 §2). 
 

XII. Celebrate two masses on Holy Thursday 
in addition to the celebration of the 
Chrism Mass, if there is an urgent 
pastoral need. 

 
XIII. Take food or liquids between Masses 

when celebrating Mass more than once a 
day, even there is not an hour’s interval 
(CIC, c. 919 §2; CCEO, c. 713 §2). 

 
XIV. Celebrate the Eucharist outside a sacred 

place, for a just pastoral reason, ensuring 
that the celebration is done in a fitting 
place (CIC, c. 932; CCEO, c. 705 §1). 

 
XV. Celebrate the Eucharist in a place of 

worship of another Church or ecclesial 
community that does not have full 
communion with the Catholic Church, 
provided scandal is avoided (CIC, c. 993; 
CCEO, c. 733). 

 
XVI. Accept an offering when celebrating a 

second or third Mass on the same day, 
using if for purposes prescribed by the 
Ordinary.  On Christmas Day, the 
additional offerings may be retained by 
the celebrating priest (CIC, c. 951 §1).  
However, a priest who concelebrates 
another Mass on the same day cannot, 

under any title, receive an offering for it 
(CIC, c. 951 §2). 

 
XVII. Dispense, for a just reason and in 

individual cases, from the obligation of 
attending Mass on Sundays and Holy days 
of obligations (CIC, c. 1245). 

 
XVIII. Allow lay persons to speak in a military 

chapel on some subject.  However, the 
homily in the Eucharist is reserved to a 
sacred minister (CIC, cc. 766-767; CCEO, 
cc. 610 §4, 614). 

 
Reconciliation 
 

XIX. Hear sacramental confessions of the 
faithful of the Military Ordinariate 
anywhere and of all other faithful in the 
military establishments (CIC, cc. 966 §2; 
969 §1; CCEO, c. 724).  By virtue of this 
faculty, priest may hear confessions 
anywhere in the world unless the local 
Ordinary, in a specific case, has denied 
this (CIC, c. 967 § 2; CCEO, cc. 722 §4, 
727). 
 

XX. Commute or dispense from a private vow 
or a promissory oath, for a just reason, 
provided the dispensation or 
commutations does not violate the right 
of another (CIC, cc. 1196, 1203; CCEO, c. 
893). 

 
XXI. Remit a latae sententia penalty 

established by law not yet declared, 
which is not reserved to the Holy See 
(CIC, cc. 1355 §2, 137 §1; CCEO, cc. 1420, 
988), such as the cases of a person who 
apostatizes from the faith, or who 
becomes a heretic or schismatic (CIC, 
1364; CCEO, cc. 1436-1437); or of one 
who actually procures an abortion (CIC, c. 
1398; CCEO, cc. 728 §1, 1458), and one’s 
accomplices(s) in this offence (CIC, c. 
1329 §2; CCEO, c. 1417).   
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XXII. To remit in the internal sacramental 
forum a latae sentential censure of 
excommunication or interdict which has 
not been declared, including one that is 
reserved to the Holy See, provide it is 
hard for the penitent to remit in the state 
of serious sin, with the obligations, 
however, to have recourse within one 
month to the competent Superior (CIC, c. 
1357). 

 
a. The following excommunication 

are reserved to the Holy See: 
i. Desecration of Sacred 

Species (CIC, c. 1367, 
CCEO, c. 1442); 
 

ii. Physical assault against 
the Roman Pontiff (CIC, 
c. 1370; CCEO, c. 1445); 

 
 

iii. Absolution of an 
accomplice in the sin of 
impurity (CIC, c. 1378 §1; 
CCEO, c. 1457); 
 

iv. Ordination of a bishop 
without a pontifical 
mandate (CIC, c. 1382; 
CCEO, c. 1459 §1); 

 
 

v. Direction violation of the 
seal of confession (CIC, c. 
1388; CCEO, cc. 728 §1, 
1456). 

Anointing of the Sick 

XXIII. Bless within the celebration of the 
sacrament the oil required for the 
anointing of the sick (CIC, c. 999; CCEO, c. 
741). 
 

XXIV. Carry the oil of the sick when 
circumstances make it advisable (CIC, c. 
1003 §3; CCEO, c. 739). 

 
 

Marriage 

XXV. To assist at marriages of faithful of the 
Military Ordinariate within the base you 
have been assigned to / closest by (CIC, 
cc. 1108 & 1109; CCEO, c. 828). 

 

a. Note: For marriages, in which neither 
party is subject of the Military Ordinary, a 
delegation is always needed (CIC, c. 1111; 
CCEO, c. 830) notwithstanding the 
provision of CIC, c. 1080; CCEO, c. 797 in 
regards to impediment(s). 
 

b. Give a general delegation to and delegate 
specific priests or deacon to assist at 
marriages of the faithful of the Military 
Ordinariate within the base you have 
been assigned to (CIC, c. 1111; CCEO, c. 
830). 

 

c. Delegate specific priest or deacons to 
assist at marriages of faithful ho are not 
subjects of the Military Ordinariate, 
provided you yourself have a general 
delegation for such marriages in virtue of 
your appointment as curate of the parish 
in which your chapel is situated or in view 
of a general delegations given in writing, 
and provided no restriction prevents you 
from subdelegating (CIC, c. 137; CCEO, c. 
988). 

 

Funeral and Burial 

XXVI. To officiate at funeral and burial services 
(CIC, c. 1176 §2; CCEO, c. 875). 
 

XXVII. Under the right circumstance permission 
is granted to celebrate a funeral liturgy in 
the presence of ashes (CIC, c. 1176 §3; 
CCEO, c. 876 §3). 

 

Divine Worship & Sacramentals 

XXVIII. To impart only those blessings which are 
expressly permitted to a priest (CIC, c. 
1169 §2). 
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XXIX. To replace the Divine Office by the 
recitation of the five decades of the 
Rosary. 

XXX. To preach the Word of God (occasionally 
and by invitation) in other non-Catholic 
churches whilst observing the norms and 
disposition of the ecumenical directory. 
 

XXXI. To participate in ecumenical dialogue to 
foster relationship building.  

 
 

Delegation of faculties to a civilian priest 

XXXII. Grant to a civilian priest in favour of the 
faithful entrusted to you all the faculties 
you yourself enjoy, for a period of time 
not exceeding then days, provided the 
invited priest is in good standing with his 
diocese of his religious community and 
enjoys the habitual faculties of hearing 
confessions.  For the faculty to assist at 
marriages, cf. marriage section above). 
 

You may validly use these faculties only within the 
canonical jurisdiction of the Military Ordinariate, 
and to its subjects (Statutes 2; 4.3.3). 

Unless noted, you may not validly sub-delegate 
these faculties (CIC, cc. 137 §§3-4; CCEO, c. 988 
§§3-4). 

Unless they are expressly revoked, these faculties 
remain in force as long as you hold your office 
(CIC, c. 145 §§1-2; CCEO, c. 936 §§§1-2-3) and, 
maintain a Vulnerable Sector Check IAW OCG 
directives and provide a copy of the result to the 
chancery office. 

 

 

The Oath of Fidelity and/or Profession of Faith 
have been signed, received and filed in the 
chancery archives. 

 

Notary 

 

Given at Ottawa, Ontario on the         2021, under 
our signature, the signature of our Chancellor and 
the Seal of the Ordinariate. 

 

 

 

Ordinary                                                    Chancellor 

 

Seal 

 

This has been file in the chancery archives pers 
file. 

 

Notary 
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